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What is Phonics? 

Phonics is the process which we teach children to read and write.  

 

Match sounds to letters… 

We teach children to match sounds with individual letters or groups of letters which we 

call graphemes.  

 

Blend the sounds together… 

Children are taught to blend the sounds of letters together to read. They can start to read 

words such as ‘tap’ and ‘pat’ after learning the sounds for the letters t, p, a and s. 

 

Then things become more complicated… 

The 26 letters of the alphabet and combinations of these letters make 44 speech sounds in 

English. The 44 sounds (phonemes) are spelt by 144 different letter combinations 

(graphemes). For example, the sound A is spelt 5 different ways ay (play), ai (train).  The 

system is not logical and is difficult for children to learn. It simply is the result of changes 

in English pronunciation and spelling over hundreds of years.   

 

Colour helps children to see the sound that different spellings make… 

Phonics is simplified and easier to understand if we categorise the speech sounds into 10 

groups and use the Monsters as a categorisation. Each monster has a different colour. 

That colour represents that way of spelling the sound.  

 

Watch the video https://monsterphonics.com/how-it-works/ 

 

 

 

To see all of the monsters and their letters and sounds, watch this 

video https://youtu.be/5u0N7LJIW0Q 

 

 

Why does Colour and Monsters help Children to Learn? 

Children learn through the assignment of colour and the linkage of the sound, as well as 

seeing the colour. This created more ways of remembering the spelling and simplifies the 

learning process. 

 

https://monsterphonics.com/how-it-works/
https://youtu.be/5u0N7LJIW0Q
https://monsterphonics.com/how-it-works/
https://youtu.be/5u0N7LJIW0Q


Meet the Monsters
 

Long A sound 

 

 

 

 

Long E sound 

 

 

 

 

 

Long I sound 

 

 

 

 

 

Long O sound 

 

 

 

 

 

Long U sound 

 

 

 

Long oo sound 

 

 

 

 

Long ow sound 

 

 

 

 

 

Silent Letters that have no sound 

 

 

 

 

 

Tricky Letters that make a different sound 

 

 

 

 

 

Black Cats – phonetic letters 

 

Free Resources 



 
Vimeo 

 
https://vimeo.com/user124045457 
 
YouTube 
 
 
 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCa7IWnrEZiuXH8sej2crWkw 
 
eBooks 
 
 
 
 
 
https://monsterphonics.com/free-ebooks/ 
 
Storytime Videos 
 

 
https://monsterphonics.com/books/monster-phonics-storytime/ 
 
Worksheets 
https://monsterphonics.com/free-phonics-worksheets/ 
 
Flashcards 
https://monsterphonics.com/flashcards-2/ 
 
Information about phonics  
https://monsterphonics.com/how-it-works/letters-and-sounds/ 
https://monsterphonics.com/how-it-works/ks1-spelling-curriculum/ 
https://monsterphonics.com/the-phonics-screening-check/ 
 
Ideas for learning spellings 
https://monsterphonics.com/free-resources/fun-ways-to-help-children-learn-phonics-spelling/ 
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Free Worksheets from Monster Phonics 

























 















  































 



  























































  

























 


